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Question: If I have an acci-
dent that is my fault, will 
my full coverage pay for a 
rental car? 
 
Answer: No. Comprehen-
sive and Collision coverage 
do not pay for rental car 
reimbursement. That cover-
age needs to be endorsed to 
the policy in order for the 
coverage to be in effect. The 
same applies to roadside 
assistance or towing & la-
bor. Full coverage merely 
covers physical damage. 
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· 1cup prepared yellow mus-
tard 

· 1/2 cup sugar 
· 1/4 cup light brown sugar 
· 3/4 cup cider vinegar 
· 1/4 cup water 
· 2 tablespoons Chili powder 
· 1 teaspoon black pepper 
· 1 teaspoon white pepper 
· 1/4 teaspoon cayenne 
· 1/2 teaspoon soy sauce 
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· 2 tablespoons butter 
· 1 tablespoon liquid smoke 
 
Mix all except soy, butter, and 
smoke. Simmer 30 minutes. Stir 
in remaining ingredients and 
simmer for 10 more minutes. 
 
This sauce compliments smoked 
pork and chicken very well, 
especially pulled pork. 

�
��	
	�
���	+��	���	�������	
���
�
��	����	
����	�������	

������	
A���	
����	
	H�
����	��	������	
�������	���	
���	��	�#	
��	8E	
�
��	
	�
���	%����	%���
�
��	
�������	���	
���	��	".	
��	�E�	
���	�
����	�����	��	����	��
�	���	
��������	
%�������	<
��
��	,���
��	
��
����	��	���	����	C�
��
��	=
���	

��	�����	%����������	�
���	


����	���	
�����
���	��	�
�
��	

	�
��	
�	
	���	����
���	IJ��	
����	��	������
��	��
�	���	
�
��	��	�
��	�
����	
����	���	
�
�	
��	��
�	����	�
�
��K�	
�����	
���I	,���
�	�

��	IJ��	

���	����	��	�
��	
	����	����	
���	��
�	����	���
��	����
���	
���	�������	
�K�	6���	
	���	
��
������	��	����	�����
�
����I	
���	B
��)
�	������	�
�	����
������	��
��	
	������
��
�
���	
�
�
����	���������	������	��	
"�---	%���
�
�	
�����	
��	�
�	
	
�
��
�	��	�����	��	��������
�
���	�����	��������	
%��
�
��
�	����	
�����
�
��	��	
�
����	������	
��	���
��	��
��
���	

�����
��	
�����
�
��	��	�
��
��	

�	
�������	
�	����	
��
	���	
����

�
7��	
�	���
��	��
��
���	

��	���
����������	������	�
�	��	
�����	
�	����2FF
���
����
���
�����F���
���
��
��
��F�	
 
 
 
 
 

;%L%/�	<
����	,���	8-�	�--.	F
1(/����
��	�

	$A<�;MF	��	
/�
���	N-	�������	��	%���
�
��	
���K�	�
��	
	�
���	
�����
��	��	
	
���	������	��	B
��)
�����	
&	����2FF�����
���
�����	0�	���	
=��K�	����	�����
�	���
�	
�����
�
�
��	=��	�
���	B
�����
���	
�������	��	%���
�
�	
�����	
�
��	���	��
����	
	�
���	�
�
��	
����	�
����	�������	��	
����	
���	

�����	����	
�	��
�	�
��	�
����	
��	���
�	
�����	
��	
��	�
���	
��
�����	
����	����	�
��	
%	�
��	
�	
	�
�
�	���������	��	
���
��	��
��
���	%����	�����	
��
����	
�	����
�
��	���	����	

�����	�
��	��	�
���
�����	
����	
���	�
��	
�
��	
��	���	�
��	
����
��	�����	=
�����	
	�
���	
���	�
��	��	���	��
��	
��	���	
���
�
���	��	
	����
��	�����	
�
�	������
��	���	����	���
��	

�	�
���
������	���	�
��	�
��	���	
����	��
�����	
�	����	
��	�
�
�����	
��	��	������	
���	������	�����	��
�	������	

��	����	�
����	��	�
��	
	�
��	
�	
����	���	������	<���	��
�	�
��	
��	%���
�
��	
��	#-	
��	�����	

�

����������
� 
�!��"����#���
�

��

�����$���%�������
�����������&&��������

����
���
��
�
�
�
��
�������������
���
���
��
��
����
������������
��
�����
��
����
�
�������
��	��
�������
���
����
���
�	����

�������	��
���

�
��� �

Nearly 60% of Americans will 
have no control of their estate 
upon death, due to not having a 
will.  



Wills 
By: Kent Gummert, Attorney 

 
My name is Kent Gummert. I am an attorney in West Des Moines, IA. I practice with the Law 
Firm of Gaudineer, Comito & George, LLP. My practice focuses primarily on civil litigation 
(i.e lawsuits) and litigation involving insurance companies and their insureds. Jeff Eastvold, 
from Absolute Insurance, asked me to prepare an article for his newsletter from time to time. 
 
Jeff and I agreed that my first article should address Wills and outline some issues involved in 
having a Will or not having a Will. The following is an outline of a presentation that I have 
given concerning Wills. The information provided is merely intended to outline some of the 
issues involved and not to provide specific legal advice to any individual. Before a decision 
can be made as to whether a Will is needed, you should consult an attorney of your own choos-
ing. 
 

DO I NEED A WILL?  
 
Disclaimer 
 
 The following information is merely a general outline of issues concerning Wills un-
der Iowa law. None of the information provided in this outline or in the oral presentation 
is intended to be binding legal advice for any individual. Any individual seeking advice as 
to their particular needs should consult a licensed attorney of their choosing. 
 
 
·  What is a Will? 
 
 A will is a formal legal document which is basically a title clearing document. It gives 
power to an executor to clear property, sell your property, and distribute the assets according to 
your wishes. 
 
· What happens to my stuff if I die interstate (without a Will)? 
 
1.  Stuff goes to surviving spouse; if none, 
2.  Stuff goes to surviving children; if none, 
3.  Stuff goes to surviving parent; if none, 
4.  Half of stuff goes to heirs of mother as if mother is brought back to life and then deemed 

to have died immediately; half of stuff go to heirs of father as if father were to come back to 
life and die immediately (Jesus Christ provision). (Do you trust/like your siblings and/or 
grandparents and/or aunts and uncles?) If none, 

5.  Stuff goes to the State of Iowa 



· What stuff isn’t included above? 
 
1. Property held as joint tenants 
2. Life insurance proceeds 
3. Retirement plan benefits 
4. Anything where a direct beneficiary is named 
 
· Will my divorced spouse get any of my stuff? - No. 
· What if I have children who are not my surviving spouse’s children? 
  
 Basically, half go to the new spouse and half to the children from the other relationship 
unless half does not equal $50,000. 
 
· What if both spouses die at the same time? 
 
 If you do not have a Will, there is a potential that the in-laws may fight over who died 
first and whose estate gets the “stuff.” 
 
· What happens to my children if I do not have a Will or a surviving spouse? 
 
 Your guess is as good as mine. Basically, if both of the children’s parents are deceased, 
any family member can petition the court to be appointed their guardian. 
 
· What if no one wants to be their guardian? 
 
 Good luck. 
 
· How does a Will help with who will take care of the children? 
 
 First, obviously, if one of the parents of the children survive, that parent will continue on 
as the children’s guardian. If, however, both parents were to die simultaneously, or you are the 
last parent, your Will can: 
 
1.  Appoint a guardian who takes care of the children’s physical needs. You do not give 

your children to them, however. Children are not property and cannot be given away. You 
only designate who you wish to be the guardians. The guardians can deny the request. 
Therefore, please consult the proposed guardians. 

2. Also set up a trust for the assets to be given to the children and a trustee to look after the as-
sets. Some consideration should be given as to whether the same person should be the 
guardian and the trustee. Do you really want your children’s guardian to have control of 
your assets for your children? What if the guardian thinks your child needs a new big screen 
TV? 



 
· What about my divorced spouse: if I die without a Will, will s/he get anything? 
  
 No. 
 
· What information do I need to have a Will drafted? 
 
1.  The name of an executor. This person will be in charge of opening your estate and dis-

tributing your property according to your wishes. Consideration should be given to the age 
of your proposed executor and trustworthiness. If your parents are in their 60’s and 70’s, 
they may not be the best candidate. 

2. Also, choose a sub-executor. Since most people don’t think to review their Will on a peri-
odic basis, it’s common that a named executor dies before the person making the Will. 
Therefore, a sub-executor will become the executor of the executor who chooses not to ful-
fill the obligation or dies first. 

3. Name of a guardian to take care of the physical needs of the children. Again, please speak 
with these individuals first. 

4. Name a trustee. This person will take care of the money held in trust for the children. 
Again, give some thought whether you want the same person who is the guardian to be the 
trustee. Also, give some though on how old you want your children to be when they can be-
gin receiving the money out of the trust (i.e. college expenses vs age 25 or above so they 
don’t “blow it”). 

 
· Now that I’m thinking of dying, what other things should I think of? 
 
1. Durable power of attorney for health care decisions. Basically, a durable power of attorney 

for health care decisions gives someone else authority to make health care decisions for you 
when you cannot. It should be noted that this authority only applies if your physician deter-
mines you are unable to make your own decisions. Also, it should be noted that “health care 
decisions” does not include the provision of nutrition or hydration unless it is provided par-
enterally or through intubation. Basically, your power of attorney can’t tell your doctor not 
to feed or water you unless it’s through a tube. 

2. Living Will. Basically, a Living Will is an advance directive telling your physicians that you 
do not wish to have “life sustaining procedures” used. A Living Will only applies if a physi-
cian determines you have an incurable or irreversible condition that will result in death 
within a relatively short period of time or permanent unconsciousness from which, within a 
reasonable degree of medical certainty, you will not recover. A Living Will takes the diffi-
cult decision concerning the use of life sustaining procedures out of the hands of your dura-
ble power of attorney, if you have one 



 
· Conclusion regarding if you need a Will. 
 
1. Single– no kids– no real property and assets, including motor vehicles and accounts valued 

under $25,000. (Your heirs can transfer title to your motor vehicle and withdraw the money 
out of your bank accounts through the use of affidavits). Many conclude that in this situa-
tion a Will is not needed. However, you must look at your individual situation to make the 
determination. I.E. are my parents and/or siblings competent and/or get along will enough 
to settle my estate and divide the property as I would want (My question is– how will they 
know that if you don’t have a Will?). 

2. Just married– no kids– with real property. The property should be titled as joint tenants. 
Therefore, the title of the property will transfer to the surviving spouse. Therefore, your 
bank accounts and your vehicles should be titled in both names. Therefore, if you have any 
accounts in your own name valued under $25,000, it can be distributed through the use of 
an affidavit. Consideration should be given as to what happens if both of you die simultane-
ously or close to the same time. Or will there be a dispute between in-laws as to whose es-
tate the property will be transferred through. 

3. Married with Children (I.E. Al and Peggy Bundy). As outlined above, there are numerous 
issues involving children. Most people in this situation, because of these issues, choose to 
have a Will with some type of trust in it to provide for the care of the children and also ap-
point a guardian for the children. 


